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International Student Frequently Asked Questions             by Tammie Key 

 

 

 

         

 

2nd Place: Erica Souza

(WR100) 

 

 

 

 

       

   

 

3rd Place: Chang-Yeol Yoo 

(WR400) 

 

Honorable Mentions: 
 

ErmiasWoldeghiorghis (WR200) 

Elias Santa Rita (WR100) 

Megumi Yoshida (WR300) 
Vivek Kumar (WR400) 

July 2006 Writing Contest Winners 
Topic: What does Your Country do Well? 

 

1st Place: Saki Fukuda (WR300) 

Excerpt: Japan has healthy, nice and delicious 

food. I always eat rice, seafood, vegetables, and 

more in Japan. We know a lot of recipes for 

making fish. For example, we make fish by roasting, steaming, 

simmering, and drying. We also eat raw fish. Sushi is the most 
famous food in Japan. Now, many countries have sushi restau-

rants, and also other Japanese food is popular in other coun-

tries.  In the countryside of Japan, you can buy organic food at 

a cheap price. Of course, it is more delicious and fresher. 

Sometimes, there are little stands. You can eat noodles, rice 

balls, and sweets. 

There are many joineries in my country as well. They make 

temples statues, and furniture. Their works are very elaborate. 
Kiyomizu temple is one of the joinery works. This structure is 

made of only wood. In the temple, there are many wood carv-

ing statues. All statues are real, elaborate, and beautiful. 

Finally, we are high skilled in making cars. Their performance 

is good. One quality of Japanese cars is that they do not break 

easily. 

These are good things about my country . I think these are 

the means of connection between my country and others. 
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Understanding The 

Importance Of 
Maintaining Your 

Status 

It is important for 
students to understand the con-

cept of immigration status and 
the consequences of violating 

that status. Being aware of the 
requirements and possible con-

sequences will make it more 

likely that you can avoid prob-
lems with maintaining your 

status. 
Every visa is issued for a par-

ticular purpose and for a specific 
class of visitor. Each visa classi-

fication has a set of requirements 

that the visa holder must follow 
and maintain. Those who follow 

the requirements maintain their 
status and ensure their ability to 

remain in the USA. Those who 

do not follow the requirements 
violate their status and are con-

sidered “out of status.” 

Failure to maintain status can 
result in arrest, and violators 

may be required to leave the 
USA. Violation of status also 

can affect the prospect of read-
mission to the USA for a period 

of time. Most people who violate 

the terms of their status are 
barred from lawfully returning to 

the USA for years. 
 

Recognize And Avoid Status 
Violations 

By violating the requirements 

that govern your immigration 
status, you may jeopardize your 

ability to remain in the USA as a 
student or exchange visitor. Ex-

amples of violations include the 

following: 

• Failure to enroll by the date 

specified by your school. 

• Unauthorized employment 

during your stay. 

• Failure to leave the USA fol-

lowing completion of your 
course 

• Failure to maintain a full 

course load without prior au-

thorization for a reduction 
from your International stu-

dent advisor. 
Note: Non-immigrant students 
who fall out of status for reasons 
beyond their control may be eligi-
ble to apply for a reinstatement of 
status. The student must work 
with the international Student 
Advisor to determine if reinstate-
ment is an option. 
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S T U D E N T S  W R I T I N G  C O R N E R  

Email your questions or  stories to:  

alexp@ApproachUSA.com 

Brazil is a Country of 

Joy 

(Brazil) 

 

Brazil has many excellent 

places to go. Every single 

thing that it offers seems bigger than 

the life . 

It has thousands of miles of beaches, 

cold weather and cultural events in 

south area, Afro-Brazilian culture in 

Salvador (BA), historic reservations 

from the country governor, and Rio de 

Janeiro, the most beautiful city in the 

country. 

Brazil is full of d ifferent flavors, sounds 

and cultures. Brazilian people are very 

friendly and always are ready to show 

all the goods and beauty the country has 

to offer. 

The most popular party is the carnival. 

Carn ival is the biggest cultural event in 

the world. Brazilians love the time 

when it comes. The carnival is the 

strongest cultural event in my country. 

It is connected to the music that had 

influence from other countries 

If you are stressed in nature, try to take 

an ecotourism tour. Brazil offers many 

natural reserves and national parks from 

north to south. We also have the Ama-

zon, which is the biggest tropical forest 

in the world. 

Brazil can be 

called the coun-

try of the sun, 

because it offers 

you numerous 

beaches, sophis-

ticated bars and 

hotels, and 

translations for 

your comfort. 

Rio de Janeiro is the most visited city in 

the country. It has many big modern 

shopping areas, various events, and, of 

course, it is also known to have the 

most beautiful beaches. 

Describing my country, I should also 

mention sports. Brazil itself is the soc-

cer country. It has the best soccer play-

ers in the world, even though they did 

not win the World Cup this year.  Brazil 

has many other important sports too, 

such as hand ball, volley ball, swim-

ming and some other radical sports. The 

country offers you whatever you like 

whether you prefer land, water o r air. 

Sao Paulo is the largest city in Latin 

America. It is considered to be the capi-

tal of business and tourism. The most 

important meetings like congresses, 

sport events, fairs and technical visits 

are held there. 

Visit Brazil, enjoy your time and be-

come a Brazilian fan. The tourism is 

what country may do the best. Try and 

see for yourself! 

 

 

American values.  

Darya Litvinava (Belarus) 

 

It is believed that we learn 

our culture through the 

knowledge of other cultures. That’s 

why it's necessary to compare and ana-

lyze their basic values and beliefs. 

The most important thing to understand 

about Americans is probably their de-

votion and individualism. They grew up 

considering themselves as separate in-

dividuals, who are responsible for their 

life situations and destinies. They were-

n't trained to see themselves as mem-

bers of a close-knit. Conversely Rus-

sians always have some kind of attach-

ment, esp. in family relations. 

Time is also great importance in the 

USA. For A mericans, time is a re-

source, like water or coal, which can be 

used well or poorly.” Time is money”. 

Thus they admire a well-organized, 

punctual person. While Russians are 

more likely to conceive of t ime as 

something that is simply around them, 

not something they can use. 

So, this type of values 

can be found world-

wide. But what is plau-

sible in the USA isn't 

quite valid in Russia. 

Trip to Aquarium 

Insook Kim (Korea) 

 

It seems it is the hottest day 

of the year today. We 

planned to go to Franklin 

Zoo, but thank God, we didn’t - we would 

have gotten all sick if we had to walk 

around in this weather! Instead, we came 

to the New England Aquarium, which is 

indoor, therefore, cooler. 

I was all excited 

about going to 

the Zoo, this 

morn ing, but, 

well, the Aquar-

ium turned to be 

quite good. The 

first thing we 

encountered was 

the Penguins 

swimming in the 

cold water. 

There were three 

different kinds of penguins – African, 

Little Blue, and Rock hopper penguins. In 

the middle of the penguin place, there 

stood a gigantic tank where more than 

675 an imals live 

in it. The spiral 

lamp around it, 

which took us 

to the top, has 

many windows, 

so we could 

watch the ani-

mals closely. Of course, there were all 

those small and big, pretty and ugly fish 

in it. There were five galleries around the 

tank – Fresh water, Northern waters, 

thinking, tropical, and amazing jelly fish 

galleries. One thing I thought was very 

impressive 

was the sea 

dragons. I had 

never seen 

them before 

and they 

looked bi-

zarre. 



Great American Artists   by Brian Smith 
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While you’re in Boston, one of the nicest 

things you can do for yourself is to visit the 
Museum of Fine Arts and bask in wonder-

ment of one of the best collections of art in 

the country. There is a variety of artwork 

there from all over the world for everyone 

to enjoy. The following is a brief profile of 

some of the great American artists whose 

work you might want to see while you’re 

there. 
 

Mary Cassatt (1844-1926) At the age of 

seven Mary Cassatt and her very well-to-

do family moved 

for a short time to 

Paris from her 

hometown of 
Pittsburgh, Penn-

sylvania. Though 

she was very 

young, she became 

completely enam-

ored with all the art she had seen in 

Europe, and upon her return to the United 

States, declared to her parents that she 
wanted to become an artist – a rare and 

controversial career choice for a woman in 

19th  Century America. After studying at the 

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts she 

returned to Paris. There she caught the 

attention of the great artist Edgar Degas 

and became his protégé. Using light colors, 

Cassatt’s favorite subjects were women 
and children. Her paintings are of such 

high quality that her name is always men-

tioned among the great impressionists. 

 

John Singleton Copley (1738-1815) Con-

sidered by many to be the greatest portrait 

artist of colonial America. As a youngster 

in his hometown of Boston, he learned 
graphic art from his step-father (an en-

graver), and taught himself how to paint 

portraits. By the time he was 20 years old 

he was already an accomplished draughts-

man, and at 21 the best portrait artist in the 

American colonies. Though a virtuoso in 

the Rococo style (portraying the subject 

with everyday ob-
jects), he was frus-

trated by the lack of 

master painters to 

learn from in the new 

colonies, and in 1774 

moved to London to rub shoulders with the 

likes of Joshua Reynolds and other great 
artists. His most famous paintings are the 

portraits of revolutionaries Paul Revere and 

Samuel Adams. And in case you didn’t 

know, Copley Square is named after him. 

 

Winslow Homer (1836-1910) As a teen-

ager, this self-taught artist from Boston 

began his career as a magazine illustrator. 
At the age of 23 he moved to New York 

City to open his own studio, and in the 

early 1960s made several trips to the front 

lines of the Civil War to sketch soldiers 

both in battle and at leisure in their camps. 

From these sketches he created some of the 

most inspiring paintings of the Civil War. 
After the war, the paintings he made cap-

tured the essence of traditional, rural values 

in America as the country was becoming 

more urbanized. His paintings were relaxed 

in style, and depicted adults and children at 

work and at play. In his mid-forties he 

made a major transition by switching from 

oil paint to watercolors, moved to the coast 
of Maine, and devoted the rest of his life to 

painting seascapes. 

 

Grandma Moses (1860-1961) Anna Mary 

Robertson “Grandma” Moses didn’t start 

painting until she was 75 years old, and 

only then because the painful arthritis in 

her hands 
prevented her 

from continu-

ing her em-

broidery.  She 

needed a 

hobby to keep 

herself busy, 

so without any 
formal training in art she taught herself 

how to paint (usually happy scenes from 

real life) and ended up becoming one of the 

most celebrated artists in American history. 

She created over 1,600 paintings, 250 of 

which were painted after her 100th birth-

day. She died at the age of 101. 

 
Frederic Remington (1861-1909) Before 

the “wild west” vanished forever, this out-

doorsman with a Yale degree colorfully 

recorded onto canvass events that occurred 

among cowboys, Indians, and settlers. 

Though he originally journeyed west to 

find his fortune in the mining business, 
he ended up producing more than 2,500 

paintings and drawings of the ever-

vanishing frontier. President Theodore 

Roosevelt once said of him, “He has 

portrayed a most characteristic and yet 

vanishing type of American life.” 

 

Norman Rockwell (1894-1978) In 47 
years he created more than 4,000 illus-

trations, 332 of which were covers for 

the Saturday Evening 

Post. His paintings were 

so popular that when they 

appeared on the Post, that 

publication’s print order 
increased by an average 

of 250,000 copies. Rock-

well attended art school 

at a young age and was 

so gifted that he became 

the art editor of Boy’s 

Life Magazine at the age of 19. His style 

has been described as “countrified real-
ism.” Art curator Christopher Finch 

once said, “Norman Rockwell created a 

world that, because of it’s traditional 

elements, seems familiar to all of us, yet 

is recognizably his and his alone.” 

 

John Singer Sargent (1856-1925) Hav-

ing spent most of his youth in Europe, 
Sargent was inspired and influenced by 

the old masters’ paintings he had seen in 

the museums there. Worldly throughout 

his life (he spoke four languages), Sar-

gent infused a combination of styles into 

his own diverse work which included 

landscapes, seascapes, street scenes and 

portraits in traditional as well as impres-
sionistic techniques with both oil and 

watercolor paints. One of his best 

friends was Claude Monet with whom 

he exchanged many paintings. 

 

Other great American artists whose 

work you should see: Gilbert Stuart 

(1755-1828), John Trumbull (1756-
1843), James A. McNeil Whistler 

(1834-1903), Georgia O’Keefe (1887-

1986), Benjamin West (1738-1820), 

Nathaniel Currier (1813-1888) & 

James Ives (1824-1895). 
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Jokes  by Nadia  
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August Birthdays 
 

2 Yoko Gilman 
3 Erivaldo Reis 

5 Oscar  Florez-Realpe 
7 Patricia  Villanueva 

9 Usana Pavidapha 
11 Mauricio Crippa Teixeira 

13 Martha Mendoza 
14 Ivanildes Silva 

14 Karoline Fonseca 

14 So Jeong 
15 Jakkarin Daranuwat 

16 Irene Soares 
17 Debora Moretto 

18 Hiroyuki Baba 
20 Chayenne Haragushiku 

22 Jae Suk Lim 

22 Mauro Luiz Capelli 
22 Osamu Matsumora 

23 Sidonie Poblah 
24 Miralba Valencia 

24 Pedro Caldas 
25 Barbara Bilinska 

August is the Dying 

Month 
 

August is the dying month 

When hot July struggles to keep her hold 

Moving toward a hopeless chilled September 

Pretending to be summer 

As if children heading back to school stir the 

cold from the sky 

 

It is a refined deceiver 

 

August is a butterfly crushed on a roadway 

One side dead to the pavement 

The other is still v ibrantly flutteringly alive 

Fighting to fly away but it’s fate is already 

sealed 

 

It is a delicate executioner 

 

August is the month colors trickle from trees 

A first leaf unnoticed tumbles 

Sheepishly the others will shortly follow 

Shamefully they will drift  to the ground 

Chocolate- chip cookies. 
Returning from a trip to visit my grandmother in Canada, I was stopped by a state trooper in 

New York for exceeding the speed limit.  

Grateful to have received a warning instead of a ticket, I gave him a small bag of my grandmother's delicious 

chocolate-chip cookies and proceeded on my way.  

A short time later, I was stopped by another trooper.  
"What have I done?" I asked.  

"Nothing," the trooper said, smiling. "I heard you were passing out great chocolate-chip cookies." 

 

Not THAT husband.  

A wife went to the police station with her next-door neighbor to report that her husband was missing. The 
policeman asked for a description.  

She said, "He's 35 years old, 6 foot 4, has dark eyes, dark wavy hair, an athletic build, weighs 185 pounds, 

is soft-spoken, and is good to the children."  

The next-door neighbor protested, "Your husband is 5 foot 4, chubby, bald, has a big mouth, and is mean to 

your children."  
The wife replied, "Well, I don't want THAT one back. 

 

Hold the phone 

After passing the bar exam, a man opened his own law office. He was sitting at his desk when his secretary an-

nounced that a Mr. Jones had arrived to see him. 
"Show him right in!" the lawyer replied. 

As Mr. Jones was being ushered in, the lawyer wanted to look busy. He quickly picked up the phone and shouts 

into it " ...and you tell them that we won't accept less then fifty thousand dollars, and don't even call me until you 

agree to that amount!" 

Slamming down the phone, he stood up and said, "Good Morning, Mr. Jones, what can I do for you?"  
"I'm from the phone company," Mr. Jones replied, "I'm here to connect your phone." 

From www.hicards.com  

It is a subtle destroyer 

 

August is 6 PM 

The disillusion of a day realized 

Dinners to be eaten alone 

Murky dark mixes with the daylight 

Spitting out gloomy gray 

 

It is a sophisticated betrayer 

 

August is the death rattle 

Demise by means of a Fall 

Stealing gaped mouth last breaths 

Swallowing everything into its earth 

Coughing back a cold winter in return. 
 

Wanda Swim Strunk 

Retrieved from http://
www.poemhunter.com/

poems/august/ 

Poem of the Month 



July Activities Scrapbook 
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September is also a 

great time to have 

fun. Look at the 

Activities Calendar 

for more things to 

do.  

At Approach,  

students learn while 

enjoying  every 

minute of it!!! 

 

Keilly shows off her p
rize for picking Italy to

 win 

The World Cup!  Con
gratulations! 

Giovaldo and Raphael conversing during Interna-
tional Lunch. 

Lara and Deborah share a lau
gh during International 

Lunch. 

Barbara, winner of the Best Dessert Contest, 
and the Writing Contest, shows off her 
money!  She’ll save herself $150 next month! 

“Here’s Steven asking his fav
orite question:  “Oh, 

really?” 

The Fabulous Ausensi Sisters from Spain electrify 
the crowd with their Karaoke skills! 

Marcos displays 
the money he won

 for the fantastic 

haddock dish he 
made for Internati

onal Lunch. 
Caroline, Almude

na and Luciana a
re all 

smiles here! 
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     August is the eighth month of 

the year in the Gregorian Calen-
dar and one of seven Gregorian months 

with the length of 31 days. August begins 

(astrologically) with the sun in the sign of 
Leo and ends in the sign of Virgo. Astro-

nomically speaking, the sun begins in the 
constellation of Cancer and ends in the 

constellation of Leo. August begins on the 
same day of the week as February in a leap 

year.  

• August's flower is the gladiolus or 

poppy.  

• August's birthstone is the peridot, sar-

donyx, or sapphire.  

• August contains no United States holi-

day.  

• August in the Northern Hemisphere is 

the seasonal equivalent to February in 
the Southern Hemisphere and vice versa. 

• August was named in honor of Augustus. 

The month reputedly has 31 days because 
Augustus wanted as many days as Julius 

Caesar's July. Augustus placed the month 
where it is because that is when Cleopatra 

died. Before Augustus renamed August in 

8 BC, it was called Sextilis in Latin, since 
it was the sixth month in the Roman cal-

endar which started in March. 
 

In Brazil, folk superstition associates bad 
luck to August, with the proverb "Agosto, o 

mês do desgosto" ("August, the month of 
misfortune") being often heard. This may 

come from the sinister memories of the St. 

Bartholomew's day (August 24), which is 
particularly dreaded in the Northeast of the 

country. August 24 is also, in the tradition of 
Candomblé, the day of Eshu, one of the 

most malevolent deities. Some unfortunate 

political events took place in August, like the 

suicide of the then President Getúlio Vargas.  
     In Ireland, (in the Irish language) August 

is known as Lúnasa, a modern rendition of 

Lughnasadh, named after the god Lugh and 
August 1, (Lá Lúnasa) in the Irish Calendar is 

still regarded as the first day of Autumn. The 
first Monday in August is one of the public 

holidays in the Republic of Ireland. In the old 
Japanese calendar, the month is called hatsuki 

(葉月). In Finnish, the month is called elo-

kuu, meaning "month of reaping". In Farsi 
August means Mordad. In 

the pagan wheel of the year 
August begins at or near 

Lughnasadh in the northern 

hemisphere and Imbolc in 
the southern hemisphere.  

 
Source:http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/August 

This month we’re going to the Grand Canyon, the Great Barrier Reef, and Florida. Ready? Go!!! 

 
The Grand Canyon (USA) -- The Grand Canyon is a very big canyon in Arizona. It is a national park, formed 
from the Colorado River. It is considered by many people to be one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World. 

For 2 billion years the Colorado River has carved the Grand Canyon. The Grand Canyon is over 1 mile deep in 
some places and is over 350 km long. Many people come from around the world to visit the Grand Canyon. 

People can also take trips floating on the Colorado River in boats and rafts. Some people like to hike in the 
Grand Canyon. The land on its north side is called the North Rim. The land on the south side is called the South 

Rim. There are  trails leading from the North Rim and the South Rim to the bottom of the canyon. These trails lead to a place at the bottom 
of the canyon called Phantom Ranch. Phantom Ranch has a campground and cabins where hikers can spend the night. Some people also 
ride mules into the Canyon. Most people who visit the Grand Canyon drive in automobiles to the South Rim and just look at the canyon 

from there and take pictures. (http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Canyon) 
 

Great Barrier Reef (Australia) – This is the largest complex of coral reef in the world, c.1,250 mi (2,000 km) long, in the Coral Sea, 
forming a natural breakwater for the coast of Queensland, NE Australia. Composed of more than 
2,800 individual reefs, the Great Barrier Reef is separated from the mainland by a shallow lagoon 

from 10 to 100 mi (16–161 km) wide. In some places it is more than 400 ft (122 m) thick. A major 
tourist attraction, the reef has many islets, coral gardens, and unusual marine life. The Great Barrier 

Reef Marine Park, more than 130,000 sq mi (340,000 sq km), encompasses most of the reefs and in-
terreefal areas as well as the neighboring lagoon and a large section of the continental shelf. It is the 
largest UNESCO World Heritage Area. (http://www.answers.com/topic/great-barrier-reef) 

 
Florida (USA) – Florida is a state in the southeastern corner of the United States. It is a peninsula, which 

means that water surrounds the state on three of four possible sides. The capital of Florida is Tallahassee, and 
Jacksonville is the state's largest city. There are other big cities in Florida, like Tampa, Orlando and Miami. 

Orlando is home to many amusement and theme parks, like the four parks of the Walt Disney World Resort, 
Sea World, and Universal Orlando. Florida is considered the Sunshine State. The reason for this nickname is 
its temperature. During the summer, temperatures may rise up to 98 degrees Fahrenheit. And during winter, 

temperatures may rise up to 55 degrees Fahrenheit. Occasionally, temperatures remain beneath. Florida tends 
to have both the rainy season and the dry season. Florida doesn't have the four seasons. Its sunny climate also attracts attention. During the 

summer, it's a great opportunity to surf up the waves and to enjoy the beaches. In Florida there are a lot of palm trees. Palm trees grow in 
places that have a warm climate and a lot of sunshine. (http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida) 

50 World’s Best Rated Places to Visit 
          by Luciana Sarra 

A Bit About the Month of August             by Carl Phillips 
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 Tips of the Month from Our Teachers 
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Activity Tips 

by Andrew Haynes 

 

Summer Concert Series 

A series of afternoon concerts 

featuring local art ists from a wide range of 

musical genres. 

Location: Charlestown Navy Yard 

Time: 4:00 PM 

Date: Friday, 4th of August, 2006 

Nearest T Station:North Station 

 

Peace Boston Hip Hop Festival 

Mayor's Office of Arts, Tourism & Special 

Events (617.635.3911) 

Location: Boston City Hall Plaza 

Time: 4:00 PM-8:00 PM 

Date: Saturday, 5 of August, 2006 

Nearest T Station: Government Center 

 

South Boston Italian Pride Night 

Music, Crafts and Much More. 

Mayor's Office of Arts, Tourism & Special 

Events (617.635.3911) 

Location: East 3rd str between I and K str 

Time: 6:00 PM-8:00 PM 

Date:on Tuesday, 15 of August, 2006 

 

Arts in the Park...ART-rageous Animals! 

United South End Settlements' Children's 

Art Centre and John Hancock presents 

Activities include: Arts and Crafts, African 

Drumming, Face Painting, Free food and 

drinks, and much more! 

This event is free and open to the public! 

Location: Titus Sparrow Park in Boston's 

South End 

The Park is located behind Union United 

Methodist Church at the corner of West 

Newton Street & Columbus Avenue. It is 

on the Southwest Corridor between the 

Mass Ave. and Back Bay MBTA T stops 

on the Orange Line. 

Time: 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 

Date: Wednesday, 16th of August, 2006 

Nearest T Station: Orange Line - Mass 

Avenue Station 

 
Retrieved from www.cityofboston.gov/calendar/
calendar.asp?currdate=8/1/2006&n= 

0&c=0&keyword=&allany=&datestart=&date

finish=&switch=month 

Common Mistake 
by Luciana Sarra 

 

“Ain’t” has a long and vital 

history as a substitute for 

“isn’t,” “aren’t” and so on. It was origi-

nally fo rmed from a contraction of “am 

not” and is still commonly used in that 

sense. Even though it has been univer-

sally condemned as the classic 

“mistake” in Eng lish, everyone uses it 

occasionally as part of a joking phrase 

or to convey a down-to-earth quality. 

But if you always use it instead of the 

more “proper” contractions you’re sure 

to be branded as uneducated. 

Source: http://www.wsu.edu/~brians/

errors/ain't.html 

Movie Recommendation 
by Brian Smith 

 

Danny Deckchair (2004) 

Starring: Rhys Ifans, 

Miranda Otto, Justine Clark   

 

Bored with his job, frustrated with city 

life, and unappreciated by his girlfriend, 

Danny Morgan decides, as an experi-

ment, to attach himself to giant helium-

filled balloons and see where they will 

take him. In Sydney his creative ideas 

are ignored, but in the small town in 

which he lands, people see Danny for 

the warm-hearted, inspiring young man 

he is. Danny's not only a hit with the 

townspeople, but with Glenda, a reclu-

sive meter-maid, whose life  is trans-

formed upon Danny's arrival. Filmed in 

Australia. Magically romantic.    

Reading Recommendation 

by Alison MacAdams 

 

Salt: A World History, 

by Mark Kurlansky 

 

When you sit down to eat your meal 

and reach out for the salt shaker, you 

probably don’t think about the power 

that this seasoning has enjoyed. You 

may also be wondering how a book on 

salt could possibly be interesting! Well, 

salt is fascinating: for one, it is the only 

“rock” we actually eat. It is so vital to 

our well being that it  was once as valu-

able as gold. The word “salary” is de-

rived from “salt,” because Roman sol-

diers were paid in it. As you sprinkle 

some sodium chlo ride (the scientific 

name for salt) over your popcorn, imag-

ine this: salt once was the reason that 

certain trade routes emerged, it helped 

support whole empires financially, and 

it has even inspired revolutions! Don’t 

believe me? Read the book! Mark Kur-

lansky has the ability of uncovering 

fascinating anecdotes about apparently 

unassuming topics! 

Expressions of the Month 
by Jennifer Lebedev 

 

Sitting in traffic  during my 

morn ing commute has 

given me plenty of time to think about 

all the idioms and proverbs Americans 

have for waiting. Here are several you 

can use: 

1) Not until the cows come home. = 

This idiom suggests a long wait and the 

need for patience.  Ex: The professor 

will be talking until the cows come 

home. 

2) Don't hold your breath. = This also 

suggests a long wait in a situation that 

creates anxiety.   

Ex: “Do you think Sharon will finish 

typing our group report by noon? “ 

“Don't hold your breath. She hasn't 

even arrived at school yet!” 

3) Don't count your chickens before 

they're hatched. = Don't assume a suc-

cessful outcome.  Just wait and see 

what happens. 

4) Hold your horses! = This is how you 

can tell someone to wait a minute when 

you feel they are rushing you. 

5) Don't put the cart before the horse. = 

Do things properly.  Don't rush and do 

things out of sequence. 
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